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If you’re going for a New 
Year’s Eve wedding, honor 
the holiday right with 
plenty of glitz and glam.
(Turn the page to see this look.)
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wedding workbook  / holiday wisdom 

New Beginnings
An elegant affair proves New Year’s Eve might just be the perfect time 
to start a new life together

F
ew people anywhere in the world were sorry to see 2020 come to an end. For Olivia 
Jenkins and Charles “Charlie” McPherson III, the start of a new year was the perfect 
time to celebrate their new life together as a married couple. “I’ve always loved big 

parties and I love entertaining. I wanted my wedding to be one that our friends and family 
would never forget,” says Olivia. Besides, she adds “What better year to end with something fun 
and happy, surrounded by your friends and family, than 2020?”

The ceremony took place at First Baptist Church, with the reception at The Cedar Room, 
outfitted with gold and jewel-toned accents and a dash of velvet. “We wanted a traditional, 
classic Charleston wedding with a touch of glam for New Year’s,” says event planner Chloe 
Ewing with A Charleston Bride. The La Tavola table overlays lent sparkle, and for some classic 
Hollywood flair, Technical Events Company created a custom neon sign proclaiming the 
newlyweds’ last name. The custom bar transitioned into a cigar bar later in the evening. “People 

still talk” about the cigar rollers at the wedding as well as the oysters, Olivia 
says. The neatly packaged house-made donuts (the groom’s favorite) 

that were served as a late-night snack were also a big hit. 
As 12 a.m. approached, hats and other props were passed 
around for the new year’s celebration. The Motown band 

led the room in a countdown, and as the clock struck 
midnight, guests were surprised by a shower of confetti. 
The joy in the room was palpable as everyone toasted 
the new couple and the new year. There was so much to 
celebrate. “It was truly the most perfect day,” says Olivia. 
“Your wedding day will be the best day of your lives but 

having it on a holiday makes it even more special.”     
                    –Joanne O’Sullivan

vendors
Planning & Design:  A Charleston Bride

Images: Brandon Lata Photography

Venue, catering, bar: The Cedar Room

Florals: Vero Designs (ceremony), Stephanie Gibbs 

   Events (reception) 

Rentals: Snyder Events, Ooh! Events, Eventworks

Linens: La Tavola

Lighting: Technical Event Company

Stationery: Studio R Design

Entertainment: Classically Charleston (ceremony), 

   Chris Dodson (cocktail hour), Crystal Clear Band 

   (reception)

Transportation: SC Express, Lowcountry Valet 

Beauty: Lashes & Lace

Other: Cigar Row Events (cigars), Oysters XO 

(oysters)
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